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h- t " ‘at first piously proclaimed its inno- - §ion 50 neatly matched the Haig the- 1
0,‘ .~ « cence of any involvement in the pas “ory of Bandinista-involvement in El
v o 1 thetie aft;:]air. When the ‘ab;urdity of r‘t.‘\SaiFYador’s ci{ilfwar.t‘. o d singe

-, this line became obvious, the spooks . Fortunate y for young Tardencilla,
¢ Judiciously leaked’ gse(:ret document " his  Salvadoran ;'ééygtorgs Had riever;
to a trusted repofter, which ferided .. quite given up hope of exploiting the
to show. that Tardencilla’s interro- °__confession they had extracted under
e gation- hy_ CIA. gxperts had. been Z'torbure,, -So théy - kept  him “alive’
;. The full story can now_be-told of. Dalﬁqfakli_igl_y thérgqghz‘v;,_ =i moe ¢ . against the day whei hi hizarze tale -
"how # 19-year-old Nicaragliaif made <~ Thé truth of {ae- matter is this:. _ could be-tumed into: useful propes.
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4 world-class monkey, 0k 6f° Secre: Amﬁééh,_.intelligq‘née,;peopl_e knew . ganda.:. | s
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tary of State. Alexander.Halgs: In-: - abouf Tardencilla alidst, as soon as.” My, feporters Jon .Les ‘Ariderson |
credible-2s it-may seem, Haig-was_ he was.caphured in Jaruary, 1981. -~ and Lucstte Lagniado reached Tar-;

largely responsible for. his,own. hu- -~ Not only’that, but $6ms State De-
"miﬁatji’onm:;ﬁ ke eaeree~y <o Partment’ officials” grested- his cons-i:
- Though . Washington. . bes3 ! - v

would u}cs};‘fd Forgek. . moss of thec< S0ry. Was 8 little shaky” ohe dipls: - Batly ih Murch, he wag visited I
World **rememBets - thes~carefully .. Matié tourcs ‘reddlied. “That whole - iy solitary a‘]prison' eell by an Amess
‘staged appearanes of youtg Ottando- . thing S0URded phony,™ - > =2 &2 ot offllal™ Tatduncilin-said - tha-
Jose Tardencilla at 4 Btate Depart: ... YYHAb partioulasly tirned off Stats ™ Amanean told-him:he eould eithes*
ment bresy gohferehice on: Maseh- 19, . Department " peopls was - Tarden- . ¢ome to the United Statey and il s
“The dandiniste stripling-waa -sup. 143, el tha-he had ‘secelved"™ by story or be eft 1o rok In Jil - 3
posed to be living-proof that Nica. - Buerrilla tralning’in Ethiopfa; This = It wa¢ an eddy- choige  to make,":
- poséd fo be it s “é""’be e f“fat‘ fade no sense: Niearagud and Cubn *>"The- youna Nicaraguan had -boert
ortillas in T Ealvacoprean® TSt . have ampla traibing Faciliiey ot I ~ brutaily besturen by the Sulvadoran-
guerr asd,ﬂ ;- vador:: 5.7 e Balvador-bound gueteillas: Why send '~ police and kepb in solitary for vietu=-
' Instead, OF"€ourse~he mlfi th?“,j,' recruits all the way to 'Africa? - .." ally an entire yeaf, <&'= T e o 2
world—live, ~.on -'"9“’_';1’."';‘ TV, " Eventually,” "the 1081 "eaptivé's=> ~ Th day atier the Arerean’s Vig-
thoughtfully arranged by-his-Amer- - bupposétl "Confdssion. was filed and " - I, Tardencilla was flown_to Miami;-
Ican “coaches—that “his::¢onfessions " forgoften; uy 16 should have Been: >~ thea 6n to Washiagton. - =tvr 1 g
~Incriminating the Nicaraguan fegime.~ - pt. early this year, Haig* began' - The. 19-year-vld soldisr, eager to -

;dencilla by teléphona In Nicaragya, 4
rtment;, offigials- ’ - where he is now-a.natlonal hero, £t
fficials - fessions’ with open skepticism. “His " told them what happened next: -+~ <
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_had been wrung.out of him by $Br- *claining the United States had prook - improve his lot, told the interogs- 4
ture dnd were Biire horsefeathers, 2 yoqitive thay the-Bandinista’regime’ tars what they Wanted to- hear, L.
* It Was-a bad day for Haig gmd"hhjg in’ Nicaragua’ way déeply-involved in<" guessed 4t Specifies and came cloge-.
hatdliners, All hands ey oﬁSIblgfﬁf'j‘ El' Salvador: Hb- way “ehallanged by *-enough to satisfy.them: <= v sy
.the finsco nttempted-2 hasty disaie*  Congress-and the pross to-produce™ 89 . hly - Interrogators - proudly
“gagemieMth; < o7 AT TIT SRS phe Gomnoting gm"w pa Lt s 2 presentad the young Niearaguan ay

The - State T"Déphr’t:ﬂéi}t}jjc"aﬁghtj-ﬁ It way-at U9 point;-appareatly, . the "smoking sun” that thelr hoss.36°
.red-handed, could only stammer ahd''". that someone

mernberéd the young - desperately. needad, And it blew up

stutter in embarrassment:, The €14 2. Nicaraguan” prisoner; ‘whose" confes- * in Al Haigs facg: 50 < sons
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